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President’s report 


Y our GFNC committee has been busy tackling many 
issues. The new members who joined the committee 
in April have been a great asset to have on board, as they 
have brought a wide range of new talents and interests to 
the group. We still have vacancies for members to join 
the committee—please consider joining this dynamic 
group. 

Congratulations to Chrissy Freestone on producing her 
first edition of the Naturalist magazine. The magazine is 
an outstanding publication, a tribute to the efforts of the 
editorial team and the many who contribute articles, 
information and photographs. 


Barry Lingham 

The South East Australian Naturalists Association was 
formed as an umbrella group to link environmentally 
focused groups from Victoria, South Australia and NSW. 
Each year, a host club runs a ‘campout’ with a series of 
excursions and activities related to a particular area. 

Deborah Evans represents the GFNC on the SEANA 
committee of management and she has recommended 
that the GFNC host the annual SEANA campout in March 
2016, at a location on the Bellarine Peninsula. The 
committee has agreed to this proposal, so we will begin 
the planning process to organise accommodation, venues 
and activities. It will be an exciting time and allow us to 
show off the natural treasures of the Bellarine Peninsula 
and nearby areas. 


Tonight... 

...It is members’ night accompanied by a casserole tea. 

Guest Speaker; Will Johnston: The Geelong College Year 4 Enviro Program and the Field Nats? 

The year-long Year 4 Enviro Program stands as one school’s attempt to connect young people with the natural world 
and also to help them come to terms with the challenges of living sustainably. The program is in its 14th year. Will will 
give a brief overview of the program, what it is and what the students do. Is there room for a relationship to develop 
between the Field Nats and the Enviro Program? 


At the September meeting... 

... Graham Patterson will talk about the Natural History of Port Phillip Bay. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.afnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of Pied 
Oystercatchers at Limeburners Point. 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 
Australian Fur Seals enjoying some winter sun on Chinaman’s 
Hat, Port Phillip Bay. 
















Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Minya Winery 

26 June 2014 
Leader: Tom Fietcher 
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Minya Winery (egret is a sculpture!) 

A fter a few days of blustery, cold, wet weather, it was an 
optimistic group of 15 who met Tom at the gates of 
Minya Winery. Minya Winery is a beautiful property 
comprising 20 acres and there are vines planted on the 
property from which the current owner, Jeff Dans, makes 
wine. The Thompson Creek runs through the property and 
there is a billabong which is very popular with waders and 
water birds. 

Even though it was winter, there was plenty of birdlife 
evident. In the visitor car park. New Holland Honeyeaters 
and Brown and Yellow-rumped Thornhills were seen and 
heard in the border of trees. A pair of Whistling Kites flying 
overhead gave us great views as they rode the wind. Four 
Whistling Kites were seen over the day, along with two 
Brown Falcons, and a faraway view of Wedge-tailed 
Eagles. 

We crossed over the billabong on a small bridge to the 
island in the centre of the billabong. Here we could see 
Eurasian Coot, Hoary-headed Grebes, Purple Swamphen, 
Dusky Moorhen, Black Swans and Cormorants. On 
Thompson Creek there were a variety of ducks, mainly 
Grey Teal, but it was the two Freckled Ducks that caused 
the most interest. We had good views of the Freckled 
Ducks mingling with the Grey Teal and, with the poor light, 
it was a learning experience for some of us to identify the 
Freckled Ducks by the peak at the back of the head and the 
noticeably scooped beak. Other duck species included 
Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black Duck and Hardhead (White¬ 
eyed Duck), hree Yellow-billed Spoonbills flew overhead 
and also a lone Australian Pelican. 

Along the side of the billabong, three Black-fronted Dotterel 
were feeding and later on another three were seen 
upstream on Thompson Creek. 

Halfway through the morning we went into the restaurant 
where the owner served us coffee and scones. He had lit 
the open fire for us and it was a welcome break from the 
cold outside. This was the only time we had a shower of 
rain—the weather generally was sunny and windy. We 
resumed our walk over the property and amongst the vines 


Cheryl West Lau 

were Flame Robins, Red-browed Finches, Superb 
Fairy-wren (several groups of fairy-wrens were seen 
around the property) and European Goldfinches. The male 
Flame Robins kept us enthralled, at one time a group of 
three were sitting in a row. You would turn around and 
there on the fence the fluorescent red of a Robin’s chest 
would catch your eye. 

Red-rumped Parrots were seen and heard many times, 
including a flock of 12. Galahs and Red-rumped Parrots 
were guarding hollows in the large dead trees that abut the 
billabong. 

Alas, no Brolgas were sighted although Tom has seen 
them in the nearby paddocks and flying overhead. 

This property is a haven for birdlife, which we have been 
fortunate to visit a few times over the years and it never 
disappoints. 52 species were sighted on this visit. The 
Geelong Field Naturalists Bird Group would like to thank 
Jeff Dans for allowing us to visit his property, and, of 
course, Tom Fletcher for leading the excursion. 

All photos: Diana Primrose 
















Minya Winery Bird List compiled by Craig Morley and Tom Fletcher 


Species 

No. 

Comments 

Species 

No. 

Comments 

Freckled Duck 

2 

On open water at E end of 
billabong. 

Eastern Rosella 

2 


Black Swan 

7 

4 on open water at E end of 
billabong, 3 upstream on 
Thompson Ck. 

Red-rumped Parrot 

18 

IncI flock 12. 

Grey Teal 

15 

On open water at E end of 

Superb Fairy-wren 

50 

Many groups across 



billabong. 



property. Very few blue 
Ms. 

Chestnut Teal 

4 

On open water at E end of 
billabong. 

White-browed Scrubwren 

3 


Pacific Black Duck 

4 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

20 

Flock 12. Also small 
groups elsewhere. 

Hardhead 

5 


Brown Thornbill 

4 


Hoary-headed Grebe 

4 


White-plumed Honeyeater 

2 


Little Pied Cormorant 

1 


Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

1 


Great Cormorant 

1 


Red Wattlebird 

2 


Little Black 

Cormorant 

3 


New Holland Honeyeater 

15 


Australian Pelican 

1 

OH. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

4 


White-faced Heron 

2 


Australian Magpie 

6 


Australian White Ibis 

14 

Inc112 feeding in pasture. 

Pied Currawong 

1 


Straw-necked Ibis 

4 


Grey Fantail 

4 


Yellow-billed 

3 


Willie Wagtail 

2 


Spoonbill 

Whistling Kite 

4 


Little Raven 

10 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 

3 

In distance (1). Later, 2 pale 
birds seen well by all. 

Magpie-lark 

4 


Nankeen Kestrel 

1 

Flying and hovering, then 

Flame Robin 

8 

6 Ms and 2 brown 



dropped into paddock. 



birds. 

Brown Falcon 

2 


Golden-headed Cisticola 

1 


Purple Swamphen 

2 


Little Grassbird 

1 


Dusky Moorhen 

2 


Welcome Swallow 

10 


Eurasian Coot 

29 

26 on open water at E end of 
billabong. Also 3 upstream on 
Thompson Ck. 

Common Blackbird 

2 


Black-fronted 

6 

3 on muddy margins of open 

Common Starling 

12 


Dotterel 


water at E end of billabong, inci 
imm. without breast band. 3 
upstream on Thompson Ck. 




Galah 

8 


Red-browed Finch 

16 

Inci flock 12. 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

6 


House Sparrow 

8 


Crimson Rosella 

6 


European Goldfinch 

10 

Inci flock 8. 


Butterfly report 


The butterflies did not let us down. Australian Painted 
Lady and Yellow Admiral (both Vanessas) were flying until 
13 July. They are both migratory species, usually flying 
north in autumn and early winter and returning in spring. A 
century ago Painted Ladies sometimes blackened the sky 
as they flew south, but such events are not recorded 


Valda Dedman 

today. The Cabbage Whites have hung around a bit 
longer, but they do not migrate. Expect them again soon. 

Observers: CF, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley: 
JH, Joe Hubbard: JN, John Newman; TF, Tom Fletcher 


Cabbage White 

11/07/14 

Moolap saltworks. 2 

TF 


13/07/14 

Mud Island. 1 whizzing along in very strong and cold west wind, 1 p.m. 

CMo, CF 


13/07/14 

Fellmongers Rd, Moolap. 1, 11.30 a.m. 

JN 


13/07/14 

Jerringot wetlands. 1,11 a.m. 

JN 


22/07/14 

Moorabool Valley, behind the Chocolate Factory. 1 only, noon 

TF 

Australian Painted Lady 

13/07/14 

Sand Island. 1, 2 p.m. 

JN 

Yellow Admiral 

03/07/14 

You Yangs. 1 

JH 


10/07/14 

Belmont. 1 sunning, feeding on Westringea fruiticosa, 1 p.m. 

JH 


13/07/14 

Mud Island. 1 whizzing along in very strong and cold west wind, 1 p.m. 

CMo, CF 
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Floating Island, Stony Rises, fauna survey 
3-6 July 2014 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with our DSE permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 
GPS 54 709894E, 5753460N, alt 140 m 


Trevor Pescott 



Swamp Rat (Juvenile) Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


T he Floating Islands Reserve is an area of public land in the 
Stony Rises about 20 km west of Colac. We have trapped at 
the reserve, and on several areas of private land in the Rises, on 
a number of occasions since June 2010, to gain a better 
understanding of the fauna in the general area. 

One aim has been to encourage local landowners to help 
conserve the natural features of the land since so little is held as 
public land. Local people have been regular participants in the 
previous surveys which have been supported by Greening 
Australia, Corangamite Catchment Management (COMA) and the 
Stony Rises Landcare Group. 

In July 2011 we found two Dusky Antechinus females with pouch 
young; in 2013 the one female we caught did not have young, so 
a prime objective of this survey was to determine if the females 
had pouch young this year in July. The results would help 
ascertain the Dusky Antechinus breeding season in this part of 
Victoria. 

Menkhorst in Mammals of Victoria (1995) wrote: ‘Mating is highly 
synchronised: within a population, all females ovulate within 10 
days of each other...in lowland Victorian populations mating 
occurs in July or August...females give birth by mid September. 
Young are independent in December.’ 

The results suggest the Stony Rises females have an earlier 
breeding season, and appear to be two months ahead of other 
populations. 

Elliott traps 

On Thursday afternoon, 3 July, we set 50 small Elliott traps in 
three lines, and these were checked each morning at 8.30 a.m. 

El-10, El 1-20, and E21-50 were set around and onto rocky 
‘barriers’. It is here that we have previously caught Dusky 
Antechinuses. There were well-grassed, flat areas between the 
barriers. 

The traps were baited with the standard mix of peanut butter, 
golden syrup and oatmeal. Dacron filling was used as bedding, 
and the traps were enclosed in plastic covers to keep them dry. 

Results 

04/07/14 House Mice Mus musculus\Nere in traps E4, 5, 14 and 
50. 



Checking vital statistics Photo: Chrissy Freestone 

Dusky Antechinus Antechinus swainsonii: a female with 
at least 7 tiny pouch-young was in El 9, wt 46 g 

05/07/14 House Mice were in traps E2, 11, 12 (2 mice), 15, 

16, 38 and 49; 

Dusky Antechinus with pouch-young was in El 8, wt 
42 g 

06/07/14 House Mice were in traps E6, 13 (2 mice), 41,46 
and 48; 

Swamp Rat Rattus lutreolus was in trap E40, wt 46 g 

Comments 

Although the trap in which we caught the first Dusky Antechinus 
was closed on successive nights, it is possible the second 
antechinus was a re-trap of the first. The differences in the 
weights recorded may have been due to the difficulty of gaining 
an accurate reading in the open in windy weather. However, 
since we did not mark the first animal we do not know for sure 
that the second was a re-trap. All the adjacent traps were closed 
for the third night to minimise any further re-trap. 

The Swamp Rat weight was 46 g; adults of the species weigh 
between 55 and 160 g, average 122 g (Menkhorst & Knight, 
2011), so we presumed the animal was a sub-adult. 

In total we caught 18 House Mice, wts 12-19 g, average 15 g. 

It should be noted that we did not reset the traps in which we 
caught animals, and after the second time the antechinus was 
caught, none of the traps near the site were reset to minimise the 
chance of a further re-trap. Consequently we had 132 
trap-nights. 


Bird List 


Australian Shelduck 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Whistling Kite 

Golden Whistler 

Grey Goshawk (white morph) 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Australian Magpie 

Corella sp. 

Pied Currawong 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Grey Fantail 

Crimson Rosella 

Raven sp. 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Magpie-lark 

Brown Thornbill 

Welcome Swallow 

White-eared Honeyeater 

New Holland Honeyeater 

House Sparrow 
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Thanks 

Sincere thanks to Parks 
Victoria for permission to 
carry out the survey. 

Thanks to all who helped 
set, check and collect the 
traps in wet, cold 
conditions—Wilma, Dianne 
Carol, Isobel, Frances, 
Alison, Chrissy and Henry. 


Next fauna surveys 

Peter’s Hill, Bambra 
7-10 August 

Because of the interest in our discovery of a female Dusky 
Antechinus with small pouch young at the Floating Islands 
Reserve last month—two months ahead of their reported 
breeding season—it seems a good idea to check on the 
Otway Ranges population. Do they also have young? 

The nearest place we can be reasonably confident we can 
find Dusky Antechinuses is in the Peter’s Hill area at 
Bambra. To reach Peter’s Hill, take the Winchelsea-Deans 
Marsh Road then turn left at the Aireys Inlet Road in Bambra. 
You travel past the tennis courts, past Jinda Park and the fire 
tower is on the next hill. 

Thursday 7 August, 1.00 p.m. Meet at the Peter’s Hill fire 
tower on the Bambra-Airey’s Inlet Road to set the Elliotts. 

Friday 8 to Sunday 10 August, 8.30 a.m. Meet at the fire 
tower check the traps. 


Hurst Road, Anglesea 
11-14 September 

In June and July 1966 some members of the GFNC 
inspected two areas near Forest Road east of Anglesea “for 
the purpose of conservation.’’ One of the areas was 
described as “north of the wildflower and water reserves” and 
on the south side of the Anglesea Road (now the Great 
Ocean Road). It ‘has an area of about 320 acres, and 68 
species of plants were recorded there’. This is now part of 
the Great Otway National Park and serves as a buffer for the 
Eumeralla Scout Camp area. 

The most accessible way into the area is via Hurst Road 
which is left off the Great Ocean Road, a short distance past 
the Pt Addis road. The exact point at which we will do the 
survey will be decided on the Thursday, but it will be on the 
right-hand or west side of Hurst Road. 

Thursday 11 September, 1.00 p.m. Meet on Hurst Road 
to set the traps. 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 September, 8.30 a.m. Meet as 
above to check the traps. 


Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
9-12 October 

Thursday 9 October, 1.00 p.m. Meet at main truck 
parking area on the Princes Highway about 20 km west of 
Colac to set traps. 

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 October, 8.30 a.m. Meet at main 
truck parking area to check traps. 



Boneseed Pull at the You Yangs 
Saturday 23 August 2014 

Time: 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. 

N.B. The last section of road up to the Saddle car park is now 
by 4WDrive only. 

Where; Follow the GFNC signs on Great Circle Drive to 
Rockwell Rd. The gate will be unlocked, please close after 
entering. Proceed to ‘T intersection and phone Rob’s mobile if 
you require a ride to the Saddle car park. 

DO NOT attempt this section in a conventional car. 

What to bring/wear; Long trousers, sturdy footwear, gloves, 
eye protection, all weather clothing, morning tea, lunch, water, 
sun protection. If you have one, a pick/mattock can be handy and 
of course a camera, the Greenhoods could still be posing! 

Contact; Beforehand, Deborah Evans (03)5243 8687 or Rob 
Beardsley (03)5241 1951 after hours. 

On the day; Rob Beardsley 0418 534 075 to arrange transport 
for the last section of road to the Saddle. 

If you can come and help with this endeavour, your assistance 
and enthusiasm will be greatly appreciated. 
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Otway’s invertebrates: a snail and a lacewing 

June 2014 


Marilyn and Dean Hewish 


T he snail Helicarion niger 

On 15 June 2014, we were in the Otway Ranges at Grey 
River Picnic Ground, a small grassy area next to the river 
enclosed within a lush forest including tall Mountain Ash and 
Manna Gums. I photographed a small snail crawling across 
a picnic table. It had an attractive, shiny, yellowish shell. 
Valda Dedman's recent article on snails of the Otway 
Ranges {Geelong Naturalist 50(3), pages 4-6) inspired me to 
seek an identification from Dr Adnan Moussali, Senior 
Curator of Terrestrial Invertebrates at Melbourne Museum. 

It is Helicarion n/ger (family Helicarionidae). In Victoria, its 
distribution is coastal and subcoastal from the Otways to 
Gann River {Atlas of Living Australia website). Valda 
mentions a record from Dave King at Mt Sabine in the 
Otways in September 2004 {Geelong Naturalist 40(6), p. 5) 
and Lorraine Phelan, in her blog Bushranger of 9 September 
2010, shows a photo taken at Blanketleaf Picnic Ground 
near Lome. Dave King summarises the characteristics of the 
snail. It is small. The one we saw was just over a couple of 
centimetres long with the body extended. The shell was 
carried horizontally as usual. Its glistening golden colour and 
delicate striations had attracted our attention. However, the 
shell can be darker in some individuals (see Lorraine's 
photo). The animal can't completely retract into the shell 
which gives rise to the name Half-slug. 

Dave's specimens at Mt Sabine were in leaf litter and fallen 
bark in a very damp, closed forest. Lorraine's was in moss in 
wet forest. Dave King describes how H. n/ger needs a wet 
environment. Because the animal can't withdraw completely 
into the shell, it's susceptible to drying out. Grey River Picnic 
Ground is thus perfect for it, as it's one of the soggiest 
places we know. 

Ian Endersby was able to help me with clarifying the form of 
the species name, but for the genus derivation, he contacted 
Heinrich Fliedner of Germany, a guru on nomenclature. 
Heinrich told us that the genus name is made up of two older 
genera named by Linnaeus: Helix for terrestrial snails with a 
spiral shaped shell and Arion for terrestrial snails without 
shells (slugs). Thus the genus name illustrates the 


combination of snail and slug characteristics. Arion is the 
name of an ancient poet who was born on Lesbos, a Greek 
island. Heinrich doesn't know how the connection between a 
bard and a slug came about. The species name niger \s an 
adjective meaning 'black', and describes the body of the 
animal. However this is not an identifying feature as it can 
vary from black to grey to pinkish brown (as in our 
specimen). The masculine form niger is used to match the 
masculine ending of the genus -arion. 

The lacewing Notherobius hastatus 

On the night of 13 June, we were mothing with a light at 
Shelly Beach carpark on the eastern fringe of the Otways. 
Dean photographed a lacewing. As Ken Harris of Churchill is 
preparing a book on Victorian lacewings (Neuroptera), we 
sent him the photo for identification. 

Ken wrote: 

‘Yours proves to be Notherobius hastatus. This is a very 
rarely recorded species in the Hemerobiidae. The holotype 
was collected at Flowerdale in Victoria and appears to be 
the only confirmed record. Zac Billingham collected into 
alcohol a specimen from ‘Dandenong Creek at Doongalla - 
The Basin’ on 23/10/01, which I am almost certain is the 
same species, but I am waiting for Tim New to provide 
confirmation. 

That means that yours is possibly only the third specimen 
ever and is certainly the first ever photographed live. It is 
quite possibly the first live photo of any of the genus (of 
three species, two of which are known in Victoria).’ 

So two photos can lead to a great learning experience 
because naturalists are so generous with their expertise. 
Thanks to Valda Dedman, Adnan Moussali, Ian Endersby, 
Heinrich Fliedner and Ken Harris for most of the information 
in this article, and to Lorraine Phelan for spreading the word 
through her blog. We still benefit from Dave King's vast 
knowledge and experience though he's sadly no longer with 
us. 


Helicarion niger, Grey River Picnic Ground Photo: Dean Hewish 



Lacewing 
Notherobius 
hastatus, 
Shelley Beach 

Photo: 
Dean Hewish 
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What’s up 


Dean Hewish 


M arilyn suggested the subject for this article. My recent 
talk to the GFNC about the Flinders Ranges reminded 
me of an evening in the 1970s when we were camping in 
Wilkawillina Gorge. We were sitting around the campfire, 
discussing astronomy with our friends. At one point, the old 
question was raised; how can we prove that the Earth 
rotates? I remember saying. With a Foucault pendulum’. 
Soon after, someone from the group on the other side of 
the creek came and joined us because he thought our 
discussion was more interesting than the one in his camp. 

Indeed my answer was correct. Other observations such as 
the motion of the Sun and stars can, and have been, 
interpreted as everything moving around us while the Earth 
stands still. 

The Foucault pendulum was invented by the French 
physicist, Leon Foucault, and first publicly demonstrated in 
1851. It is a heavy metal bob suspended on a long wire, 
usually from a high ceiling. When the bob is set moving, it 
swings independently of the motion of the Earth. Therefore, 
the direction in which it moves back and forth seems to 
slowly change as the room rotates under it. 

Generally, these pendulums are installed in large buildings. 
In Melbourne, the foyer of the Earth Sciences building of 
the University of Melbourne has an operating pendulum and 
Monash University has one in the School of Mathematics. 
The Melbourne Museum had one at its old location but not 
in the current building. 

There is also an operating Foucault pendulum in our living 
room. It stands about 2 metres high, enclosed within a steel 
tripod. Instructions for building a small pendulum were 
published in Sky and Telescope magazine in 1980. At the 
time, I had access to a machine shop during lunch hours, 
so I followed the instructions and built a working pendulum. 
The pendulum bob is kept moving by an electromagnet 
under the base, made from an old transformer. At the 
furthest extent of the bob’s swing, the thin pendulum wire 
briefly touches the edge of a metal ring near the top of the 
tripod frame. This contact activates an electronic circuit and 
sends power to the electromagnet, which briefly pulls the 
cast iron bob back toward the centre. This keeps the swing 
from dying out with time. Another vital part is a set of glass 
panels at the base protecting the pendulum bob from the 
cat (or vice-versa). 

With only brief interruptions for maintenance, improvements 
(mostly to the driving electronics), cleaning and moving 
house, it has operated continuously since I built it. 

The pendulum’s relative direction of swing will only 
complete one full circle per day when the pendulum is 
located at the North or South Pole. Everywhere else, the 
pendulum is tilted relative to the Earth’s axis and the rate of 
rotation is slower. At the equator, the angle of swing will not 
change at all throughout a day. In between, the time to 
complete a circle depends on the latitude and can be 
predicted by a simple equation. Short pendulums suffer 
from other influences that affect the rate of rotation but ours 
seems to be unusually accurate for an unknown reason, 
and by careful measurement I can roughly calculate our 
latitude. 





Foucault pendulum Photo: Dean Hewish 

Anybody who feels inspired to make a Foucault 
pendulum of their own can contact me for instructions 
and help, although I no longer have access to a 
machine shop. 
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The thornbills, Australia’s LBJs (little brown jobs)—Sean Dooley 
Bird Group meeting, 17 July 2014 


S ean Dooley is famous in the bird fraternity for his 

interesting and amusing presentation (and book) about 
his ‘big twitch’. Sean is now the editor of the Australian Birdlife 
magazine and recently published an identification guide to 
thornbills there. Thornbills are well known as being difficult to 
identify in the field. 

It would be impossible to cover all the useful information and 
tips that Sean provided during his talk. Members who missed 
the talk but would like to learn more about thornbill 
identification are advised to obtain or borrow a copy of the 
June issue ot Australian Birdlife. 

In one very useful slide, Sean described a useful way to make 
a first guess at a thornbill identification. The different species 


Dean Hewish 

are typically found at different levels: on the ground, in the 
shrub layer or in the middle to upper canopy. Striated 
Thornbills most often feed in the crowns of tall trees while 
Brown Thornbills prefer the middle levels of the foliage. Buff- 
rumped Thornbills will often be found in the lower levels as will 
Weebills. Yellow Thornbills prefer low foliage. Slender-billed, 
Inland and Yellow-rumped all prefer to feed in low shrubs or 
on the ground. 

Sean finished his interesting and amusing talk with an 
identification quiz. Some members demonstrated that they 
were well versed in thornbill identification. 


Love among echidnas 


Joe Hubbard 


[The following is from a diary entry of 28 August 2013 after 
Val and I took a stroll along Butchers Road (just off 
Geelong-Ballan Rd), and adds to the observations on 
echidnas in last month's fauna report {Geelong Naturalist 
July 2014, p. 16).] 

I t’s a puzzle how two echidnas, of appropriate sex, 
manage to get together to produce a puggle, when they 
have a coat of very sharp spines, spines for protection, as 
repelling as barbed wire. 

Now taking all this into account you would think mating 
would have to be rather circumspect, but from what we 
witnessed, that does not appear to be the case—although 
there is a lot of rough and tumble, and a lot of action with 
seemingly no result. Val found the first echidna, head in 
sand, then a second, half buried close by, no doubt 
disturbed by our presence. 

We waited quietly, and after just a few minutes both 
emerged. The male ran at the female and tried to mount, 


but she wasn't having any of this, and took shelter among 
some exposed roots in one of their excavations—a good 
move. 

We witnessed several more attempts to mate, in different 
situations—then we decided to move on. 

On our return a good 40 minutes later, we found them still 
running, with the female now not attempting to hole up. It 
all looked rather comical, these spiny bulldozers flat out, in 
and out, between, over, under—whatever they 
encountered in this bit of bush—I didn't know they could 
move so quickly. 

It's hard work to beget a puggle! 

(Another trail that often shows evidence of echidna activity 
is the Nelson track in the Brisbane Ranges, via Switch 
Road, off the Geelong-Ballan Road.) 



Grampians Wildflower Show 

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 October 2014 

Halls Gap 
9.00 a.m.-S.OO p.m. 

Adults $4 Children Free 

Displays—Tours—Selfdrive notes 
Talks & workshops 

Phone 1800 065 599 

www.grampianswildflowershow.org.au 


Photo: Joe Hubbard 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 


Platypus 

1 

11/07/14 

In the Barwon River, near Queens Park Bridge. It was within metres of the 
board-walk, floating on the surface among water-lilies; it dived, then 
resurfaced at the same spot for about 30 seconds, dived again and was 
gone. 

CFr 

Short-beaked 


07/07/14 

Numerous fresh diggings along Ocean View Track, Moggs Creek. 

SQ 

Echidna 


10/07/14 

Fresh diggings, Batesford. 

SQ 



23/07/14 

Recent diggings near the car park. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

TP 

Agile Antechinus 


20/07/14 

A nest made from stringybark, and lined with leaves, was found in a stack 
of fire-wood at Yaugher. It was unoccupied but scats found next to it were 
those of an antechinus. 

TP 


Long-nosed 

Bandicoot 

1 

07/07/14 

Photographed on a movement-activated camera at Yaugher. 

GFNC 

Koala 

1 

31/05/14 

Awake, high in the fork of a Manna Gum, Whinray Road, Meredith. 

WCo 


1 

10/07/14 

Large adult sleeping in fork of gum tree, Batesford. 

SQ 


1 

13/07/14 

In a eucalypt directly in front of the main entrance to the Lome visitor 
centre. 

SQ 


1 

21/07/14 

On the ground beneath a Manna Gum branch that was hanging down over 

WCo 


male 


a fence to ground level, Whinray Road, Meredith. Ten minutes later he 
was climbing on the low branches of the tree. He had a healed scar on his 





nose. 


Common Brushtail 

1 

23/05/14 

Sitting in eucalypt beside Whinray Road, Meredith, 6.10 p.m. 

WCo 

Possum 

1 

02/06/14 

Ran zig-zagging across the road in front of the car, Whinray Road 

Meredith, 6.40 p.m. 

WCo 


2 

25/06/14 

Newtown; freguently seen in my garden at night; however, 1 was surprised 
to see them still up and about, and calling, at 8.00 a.m. 

CFr 

Sugar Glider 


14/05/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith; alarm call heard for several minutes at 11.30 
p.m. The call was identified from the CD Night Life ofAust. South-eastern 
Forest by Ed McNabb. 

WCC 


Common Ringtail 

2 

25/06/14 

Barwon River, near Queens Park Bridge, emerging from drey at dusk. A 

CFr 

Possum 



few days later the drey had been blown out of the tree, no doubt the result 
of recent storms. 


Black (Swamp) 

1 

27/06/14 

Grazing beside the path, Newtown side of the BanA/on River walking-path. 

CFr 

Wallaby 

White-striped 

1 

26/05/14 

Barwon River at Queens Park Bridge, flying at dusk. 

CFr 

Freetail Bat 


24/07/14 

Distinctive echo-location call heard, Newtown. 

CFr 

Bat species 

1 or 2 

09/05/14 

Seen flying over Whinray Road, Meredith. Noted again in the same area 
on 23/05/14 and 31/05/14, at around 5.45 p.m. on every occasion. Each 
evening the temperature was 12°C to 13°C. Echo-locating calls were not 
heard at any time. 

WCo 

Brown Rat 

2 

21/07/14 

Trapped, north-east corner Grasstree Park. 

GFNC 

Black Rat 

1 

03/07/14 

Barwon River, near Queens Park Bridge; it was seen climbing a short way 
up the trunk of a eucalypt, then stopped and sat for a while. 

CFr 

Red Fox 

1 

23/07/14 

Attempting to cross Barrabool Road near Princes (Shannon Ave) Bridge. 

CFr 


1 

27/07/14 

Noted on the eastern shore of Lake Connewarre. 

CFr 

Southern Right 

1 

03/07/14 

Cape Patton, reasonably close to shore (less than 500 m) travelling east. 

CMo, 

Whale 



Many callosities on the head, no dorsal fin and dark ventral surface to tail 
flukes confirmed the species identity. 

EM 


2 

07/07/14 

An adult and a calf in Loutit Bay, Lome, white growths (callosities) clearly 
visible on the head. 

SQ 


Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Peron’s Tree Frog 

1 + 

05/07/14 

Qn a small-acreage property on the south-west side of Colac. Several 
have been seen and their calls recorded. It is possible they have come 
there on farm machinery that had previously been in use in northern 
Victoria. 

DC, TP 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

1 

23/07/14 

Qcean Grove Nature Reserve, found under debris on wet ground. 

TP 

Common Froglet 


21/07/14 

Grasstree Park, Torquay, several heard. 

TP 


3+ 

23/07/14 

Qcean Grove Nature Reserve, three found under debris on wet 
ground, others heard. 

TP 
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Observers 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Morley: DC, Dianne Cobbledick; EM, 
Elizabeth Macpherson; GFNC, 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club; SQ, 
Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott; 
WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook; WCo, 
Wendy Cook. 


Long-nosed Bandicoot from Yaugher Photo: GFNC 




Peron’s Tree Frog, 

Colac 

Photo: 

Trevor Pescott 
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Mid-Week Bird Group excursion: Serendip Sanctuary 

24 Juiy 2014 


T en hardy bird watchers and environment enthusiasts 
braved the mid-winter cold and wet to visit Serendip 
Sanctuary at Lara. Gordon McCarthy set us a cracking pace. 
We spent the morning viewing the wetlands and captive 
breeding facilities. Operated under the auspices of Parks 
Victoria the sanctuary, established on land purchased in 
1959, provides educational activities for the general public 
especially school children, and captive breeding programs for 
birds and mammals. 

More than 150 species of birds common to the western plains 
of Victoria have been recorded. Hides and covered walkways 
provide easy access and viewing of many of the bird species 
at the sanctuary. Captive populations of birds once common 
to the western plains of Victoria are maintained for breeding 
and public education. 

Cold and overcast conditions kept our observation of 
numbers of free-living bush birds lower than might have been 
expected. 48 species of free-living birds were recorded with 
an additional 11 captive species recorded. Three Cape 
Barren Geese had chicks, one group being very young, their 
exquisite patterning so easy to see in this environment. The 
male and female Bustards were obviously eying each other 
off and one of the Brolgas looked to be gearing up for some 
serious dancing. 

It was exciting to round some bushes and find a pair of 
Masked Owls hunched up together in their corner shelter, 
looking steadily out at us. Most of us had never seen them 
before. 

A group from Conservation Volunteers Australia were 
working in the drizzle, attending to one of the aviaries. The 
Buff-banded Rails were very agitated at this invasion of their 


David Boyle and Lynne Clarke 

space, even more so when we also walked through. The 
male Musk Duck was compelled to leave his pond, 
scrambling up the slight incline on his short, back-slung legs, 
but seeming to find this new environment even more 
uncomfortable, flopped back into the water. 

The mosses were thriving, with masses of varied greens 
patterning the ground. Horse-dropping fungi Pisolithus 
arhizus were observed at several locations along the 
roadsides. What are Horse-dropping fungi? Just that—fungi 
that look like horse droppings. 

It was fascinating to see that many free-flying Cape Barren 
Geese and Magpie Geese have chosen to make Serendip 
their home. Their immediate ancestors would probably have 
been captive there, but it remains a welcoming, safe and rich 
environment for them. 

We were greeted at the shelter where we had our lunch next 
to a family of Australian Magpies. The male had a largely 
black back! How did he get there? Maybe someone had 
captured him in the north, then let him go at Serendip. It 
might be interesting to watch for possible changes in the 
magpie population there in the future. Or is the black back 
recessive? He carolled at us magnificently at very close 
quarters, assuring us he was worthy of our lunch. One of us 
succumbed. 

Warm thanks to Gordon for an excellent morning on a cold 
day. 

For more information about Serendip, visit their website at 
httoV/oarkweb.vic.aov.au/exDlore/Darks/serendiD-wetlands- 

education-facilitv 



Brolga at Serendip Sanctuary Photo; Geoff Gates 
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Bird list by David Boyle and Geoff Gates 


Emu* 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

Australian Bustard* 

Red Wattlebird 

Welcome Swallow 

Magpie Goose* 

Common 

Bronzewing 

Bush Stone-curlew* 

New Holland 

Honeyeater 

Common Starling 

Musk Duck 

Crested Pigeon 

Black-winged Stilt 

Blue-faced Honeyeater* 

Red-browed Finch 

Freckled Duck* 

Tawny Frogmouth* 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Golden Whistler 

House Sparrow 

Cape Barren Goose* 

White-faced Heron 

Masked Lapwing 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Added 26 July, Tom Fletcher, 

Gordon McCarthy 

Black Swan 

Australian White Ibis 

Galah 

Australian Magpie 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill (9) 

Australian Wood Duck 

Whistling Kite 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Grey Fantail 

Little Eagle (1) 

Grey Teal 

Black Kite 

Masked Owl* 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-tailed Native-hen (1) 

Chestnut Teal 

Brolga* 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Little Raven 

Musk Lorikeet (small number) 

Pacific Black Duck 

Purple Swamphen 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Magpie-lark 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet (small flocks) 

Hardhead 

Buff-banded Rail* 

Brown Thornbill 

White-winged Chough 

Crested Shrike-tit (2) 

Australasian Grebe 

Eurasian Coot 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Little Grassbird 

Mistletoebird (1) 


* captive population 


GFNC excursion: Alfred Deakin Memorial Library 

Deborah Evans 


T he Alfred Deakin Prime Ministerial Library (ADPML) was 
initially formed with items from the personal library of Alfred 
Deakin but has now been extended to house a number of other 
special collections which have been progressively developed to 
tie in closely with, and support, Deakin’s research interests and 
strengths. These include a large collection of historical material 
from western Victoria; a comprehensive collection of Australian 
school textbooks; a large family history collection that 
complements material held by the Geelong Historical Society 
(with some overlap); and a wide range of rare books and prints, 
including the botanical prints of Banks’ Florilegium and the 
complete set of reports from the 1872-1876 oceanographic 
research journey of the HMS Challenger. 

It was the rare books on natural history that librarian Kristen 
Thornton had got out of storage for us to browse. This collection 
was given impetus by Margaret Cameron when she was Deakin 
University Librarian, but has been added to since as items have 
become available. What impressed us most was the quality of 
the lithography in these magnificent books, many of which were 
hand tinted. However, these books were expensive to produce, 
and while some authors managed to raise the funds by 
subscription, Kristen told us stories of people going broke after 
unsuccessfully trying to find a sufficient market in Australia for 
such books. 

One of my favourites was A natural history of the lepidopterous 
insects of New South Wales/collected, engraved, and faithfully 
painted after nature by John William Lewin, published in 1822, 
and showing the larva and pupal case as well as the male and 
female adults for each of the 18 species. Lewin also produced the 
first illustrated book and the first natural history book to be 
published in Australia (in 1813)—a volume on the natural history 
of the birds of New South Wales—after the first edition had been 
printed in England in 1808 but the consignment for Australia lost, 
presumably on board ship! 

Another fascinating item was a schools poster (which folds up into 
a leather case) entitled Descriptive chart: Common Insectivorous 
Birds Found in Victoria, prepared by the Department of 
Agriculture for the Education Department of Victoria in 1878, 


which looks very much like a Gould League poster. A few of the 
early common names used on this poster and in some of the 
books took us a little while to decipher. For example our Spotted 
Quail Thrush was originally called the Spotted Ground Thrush, 
our fairy-wrens were warblers, and the Bilby was called the 
Australian Rabbit. 



Photo: Diana Primrose 


Our thanks to Kristen for taking the time to show us these 
wonderful books and tell us some of the stories behind them. 

The ADPML (in the Sally Walker building at Deakin’s Waterfront 
campus) is open to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays to 
Fridays, with Wednesdays and Thursdays currently the best days 
to get expert advice on family history. You can get more 
information about the ADPML at http://www.deakin.edu.au/ 
alfreddeakin/. 
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Out and about: the captivating cockroaches 

Valda Dedman 


T he log may have been turned over. When I arrived, 
she was lying on top beside a small bracket fungus. 
She was about two centimetres long, slate grey and 
covered with tiny tubercles like rows of rivets along her 
plates, her head, legs and antennae tucked right away. 
She reminded me of a chiton or a trilobite, but she was of 
course a native cockroach. I collected her for a later ID; 
she was Laxta granicollis, sometimes known as the 
Trilobite, Flat or Bark Cockroach. A typical adult female; 
the males are slender and short and fully-winged. Both 
sexes are extraordinarily flattened, but, as I discovered, 
can curl up the body to some extent and turn right way up. 

I was surprised she was out in the open and alone. This 
species is more often found in groups or family parties 
under loose bark on eucalypts, or beneath stones or large 
rocks. It usually hides by day and emerges at night. I 
found it could be very active in the daytime when I was 
trying for more photos and I had to be careful it didn't 
scurry up my sleeve! L. granicollis is one of 13 described 
species of Laxta and occurs in New South Wales and 
Victoria, but there are few local records. In 2008 Dave 
King found a male and female at Anakie, which he 
described in the Geelong Naturalist. 

There are some 4500 cockroach species worldwide and 
530 described Australian species of which 90% are 
endemic. Only five of the introduced species are 
considered domestic pests or even health hazards. Our 
native species live in the bush and rarely visit our homes. 
Many live in leaf litter and are important recyclers. 

Cockroaches are an ancient group, having remained 
relatively unchanged for hundreds of millions of years. 
Fossil cockroaches, including some found embedded in 
Baltic amber, bear a striking resemblance to modern 
species. 

Cockroaches belong to the order Blattodea, which have 
flattened oval bodies, and downward-facing triangular 
heads with eyes at the upper corner of the triangle and the 
mouth at the bottom. They have two sets of palps, two 
long antennae attached to the head and two specialised 
sensors called cerci, protruding from the end of the 



Drymoplanata, Flighton Photo: Valda Dedman 


abdomen, like rear-mounted antennae, so they are acutely 
aware of their surroundings. 

The thorax is covered by a large plate, the pronotum, 
which extends partly over the head. The abdomen is in ten 
segments. Shape, colour, pattern, surface sculpture and 
especially genitalia are used to help identify a species. 

The six legs, similar in shape, have spines on the tibia, 
often a comb on the femur (/_. granicollis does not), and 
feet with two simple claws separated by a pad called the 
aerolium. Some species have feet that are specialised for 
digging. Each leg moves up and down like a pogo stick 
and back and forth like a pendulum. The front and back 
legs on one side move at the same time as the middle leg 
on the other side. In this way, the cockroach can move 
over nearly any terrain. 

There are two pairs of wings when present: the first pair, 
the tegmina, is much shorter and harder than the other, 
and lies as a shield over the hind wings which are usually 
folded fanlike. All four wings have branching longitudinal 
veins and cross veins. Wings may be greatly reduced in 
size. In many species only the male has wings and some 
are completely wingless. 

Australian species range in size from the tiny 3 mm 
Nocticola in Cape Range sinkholes to the 70 mm long 
Giant Burrowing Cockroach Macropanesthia rhinoceros 
from Northern Queensland, quite a giant that you might 
not like to meet even though it is harmless. Many 
Australian species are brightly coloured—with orange, red, 
yellow, blue—especially the diurnal species, which like to 
bask in the sun on flowers. 

They are found in a wide range of environments, from 
tropical rainforest to desert. There are cave cockroaches 
in caves on both sides of the continent. Most are 
colourless and eyeless, may lack wings, have elongated 
bodies and sometimes very long legs and antennae. The 
Australian Parapanesthia live in permanent burrows deep 
in the ground. The occupant carries individual fallen 
leaves down to the chamber below to form a compost of 
food in the humid subsoil. They come out by night. They 
may live 7-8 years. The world's heaviest cockroach is said 
to be the Australian Giant Burrowing Cockroach, which 
weighs 30 g. 

Most cockroaches are omnivorous, but Macropanesthia 
eats only eucalypt leaves. Tropical orchid growers regard 
Shelfordina orchidae as a pest because it prefers their 
flowers. Ellipsidion cockroaches feed on nectar and pollen 
and aid pollination. Carbrunneria paramaxi and 
Beybienkoa kurandanensis have been recorded feeding 
on fruit at night. Cave cockroaches may feed on bat 
guano. Wood Cockroaches. Panesthia sp. have special 
micro-organisms in their guts (flagellate amoebae) that 
help digest the cellulose in the wood on which they feed. 
Water is obtained from vegetation or the ground. 

Panesthians break off their wings near their bases 
following the final moult. This makes it easier to move in 
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the tight space in rotting wood in forests where they live 
gregariously. 

Courtship and mating 

This is where cockroaches exhibit some fascinating sexual 
behaviour. When it comes to choosing a mate, eyes may 
be less important than vibration or smell. The typical 
courtship and mating ritual is as follows: 

Stage 1: The female broadcasts that she is ready and 
willing by spreading pheromones around. These are 
released from glands on her body. Some species can 
attract males more than two metres away. She arches her 
body or lifts her wings. Some males reverse the role and 
release pheromones which act as an aphrodisiac. 
Pheromones may also regulate the sex ratio of the 
offspring and their embryonic development. 

Stage 2: They caress each other with their antennae, 
then the male raises his leathery forewings and presents 
the dorsal surface of his abdomen to her. 

Stage 3: She mounts him, and rapidly licks up his 
secretions, which enhance her response toward mating. 
Stage 4: He backs up and attaches his genitalia to her, 
twisting his abdomen. She rotates 180° off his back, he 
untwists, and copulation takes place. After those 
gymnastics, it can last several minutes. 

Several species produce whistles and hisses during 
courtship by expelling air through a pair of modified 
abdominal spiracles. The male Madagascar Hissing 
Cockroach Gromphadorhina portentosa first calls up a 
mate with a long-distance song, then changes to a whistle 
or a hiss when she comes within range. Adult male 
Hissing Cockroaches defend mating territories from other 
males, and attempt to monopolise mating with all the 
females in their territory. Males interact by hissing, and in 
bouts of pushing and shoving. 

Some species do a spot of drumming, rhythmically tapping 
the substrate in the presence of females. Some appear to 
have stridulatory organs on their pronotum or tegmina. 

You may wonder how cockroaches hear. Some have an 
'ear'—a very sensitive fan-shaped structure—on the hind 
tibia. Some may detect vibrations through sensitive hairs 
on their bodies. Other acoustic structures are as yet 
unstudied. 

In most species males mate with multiple females, but at 
least two Australian species are monogamous. 

Eggs and young 

Eggs are usually produced in a single capsule, the 
odtheca, whose colour and shape is species distinctive. It 
often has a seam with serrations along it. 

There are two primary methods of reproduction. 

Oviparous: 

The eggs are laid outside the body in a pale soft odtheca, 
which hardens when exposed to air. The capsule may 
simply be dropped, or glued to the substrate and covered 
with bits of bark, or the cockroach may dig a small hole 
and deposit the odtheca deep in the ground. Hatching will 
be a group activity. The females carry the odtheca for 
varying periods before depositing them. Females of the 
introduced genus Blattella carry them for the entire 
embryonic period. 


Ovoviviparous: 

False oviparity. The odtheca is extruded, then rotated 
90° and retracted into the uterus or brood sac. When first 
laid, the eggs have enough yolk to completely develop 
and need only water from the mother. 

True oviparity. No odtheca is produced and the eggs 
go directly from the oviduct into the uterus where they 
develop in a mass or glued together into a raft as if they 
were enclosed in an odtheca. 

The young emerge as nymphs, and go through several 
moults. They may eat the cast skin. The number of instars 
is often species specific and may vary between males and 
females. It can vary according to the season and available 
food. The nymphs may or may not resemble adults and 
are often white when first moulted, when people 
sometimes mistake them for albinos. They harden and 
darken over some hours. 

A few species give birth to live young. 

Parental Care 

The females of the known species of Perisphaeriinae 
carry their offspring in rows on their undersides. There are 
special orifices on the mother’s legs that seem to suckle 
the young. The nymphs cling to their mother through two 
instars and they are eyeless during this period. 

Enemies 

Some cockroaches can survive without food for a month, 
some can live for 45 minutes without air. They are more 
resistant to radiation than humans. However, they may 
suffer from parasites, one of the worst being the 
nematode, the 'Gordian worm' which may take up most of 
the abdominal cavity. Ensign or Hatchet wasps lay their 
eggs in cockroach odtheca. Other wasps may sting and 
paralyse cockroaches and drag them off to their burrows, 
where they remain in a paralysed state as food for 
emerging wasp larvae. Cockroaches may also be attacked 
by spiders, assassin bugs, tree ants and scutigerae . 

Kill or keep? 

Mention cockroach and people shudder. That is a very 
unfair assessment of a large and diverse family. Only 30 
of the world's species are known to be harmful to human 
health, although sometimes devastatingly so. Many 



Laxta granicollis from Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Photo: Valda Dedman 
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resemble harmless Australian species, so correct 
identification is needed before costly control measures are 
undertaken. The Oriental Cockroach Blatta orientalis is a 
really nasty one that inhabits sewers and drains and 
occurs in southeastern Australia. The Australian 
Cockroach Periplaneta australasiae, in spite of its name, 
is an introduced species from Asia. It feeds on decaying 
vegetable matter. The American Cockroach Periplaneta 
americana is omnivorous, likes moist situations and has 
smelly secretions. The widespread German Cockroach 
Blatella germanica (which probably originated in Africa) is 
commonly found in kitchens and near food, and should be 
eliminated. It can produce 20 000 eggs per year. The 
cosmopolitan Brown-banded Cockroach Supella 
longipalpa feeds on starches such as wallpaper glue but 
has also been found feeding on body fluids in hospitals 
and may cause asthma in children, but it is not as 
common as the German Cockroach. With increased 
international trade, more pest species may be introduced. 


So, apart from a few species that live close to humans, 
cockroaches are a captivating lot. Some people even keep 
them as pets. You can buy handy packs of Woodies' very 
cheaply on the Internet, but a Giant Burrowing Cockroach 
will cost you $99. Woodies Nauphoeta cinerea, introduced 
from Africa in 1918, are also bred as pet food. New 
Australian species are still being discovered: hundreds are 
yet to be described. Many Australian groups are little 
studied, and there is more to learn about their biology. 
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Red-kneed Dotterel, Karaaf Wetlands Photo: Geoff Gates 


Vote for Victoria’s Coastcare entry in the National Landcare Awards People’s Choice 

award. 

Friends of the Bluff developed the Living on the Edge app for the Barwon Bluff Marine Sanctuary which 
won the Victorian Coastcare award and has been entered into the national awards. More details on the app and 

links to downloads are accessible at www.barwonbluff.com.au 

The 2014 National Landcare People’s Choice Award will be presented to the finalist who receives the most votes 
from the general public in the run-up to the 2014 National Landcare Awards, which take place in Melbourne on 
Thursday September 18. You can vote right up to 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday September 17. 

If you have more than one favourite environmental hero, don’t worry, because you can vote once in each of the 

nine categories. 

Vote here: https://www.survevmonkev.eom/s/CCLFVCK 
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Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) surveys, Bellarine Peninsula 

July 2014 


Craig Morley 

Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Co-ordinator 

craiqmorlev5@biqpond.com. 
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Blue-winged Parrots in flight in the afternoon sun, Karaaf Wet lands. Photo: Geoff Gates 


O nce more, a very big thank you is extended to all the 
observers and supporters who helped with the OBP 
surveys: on this occasion on and around the weekend of 
26-27 July. 

No OBPs were seen on the Bellarine, though 4 were 
reported from the west side of Port Phillip Bay. High 
numbers of Blue-winged Parrots have been recorded over 
recent weeks, particularly at Breamlea Saltmarsh (alas not 
on the morning of the survey) and high numbers of this 
species were certainly recorded at several sites (including 
Karaaf Wetlands and Breamlea Saltmarsh, Lake 
Murtnagurt, Swan Bay west and the Salt Swamp, Lake 


Connewarre and also in private property near the end of 
Belchers Lane) on and around the survey weekend. 

Images from Geoff Gates are included here for your 
enjoyment and as a follow-up to John Peter’s recent lovely 
article, to celebrate Blue-winged Parrots. Thank you to 
Geoff for sharing these most enjoyable and informative 
images! 

It is also interesting to report that an adult pair of 
White-bellied Sea-Eagles was seen, at each of Swan Bay 
and Lake Connewarre, during the OBP surveys. 



The next OBP survey is scheduled for 
the weekend of 13-14 September. 

If you would like to take part in this 
please let me know. 


Blue-winged Parrot, Karaaf Wetlands 


Photo: Geoff Gates 
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Koala, Kennett River. 

One of 99 individuals counted in the 
area during the recent Friends of 
Eastern Otways winter koala survey. 
Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Volunteers wanted 

The AngairWildflower Show coincides 
with our normal excursion weekend 
this year so we are encouraging our 
members to head down to Anglesea to 
enjoy the displays and the excursions. 

We will have a stand there and we 
need some volunteers to help staff the 
stand. 

Please contact Deborah Evans on 
5243 8687 if you can assist. 


PHOTO AND ART SHOW 
Naturalists, photographers and artists! 

You are invited to join in a show at artis... studio and gallery, Geelong 

‘Birds’ - The Heather Gibbs Memorial Art Prize is open to amateur and professional artists and photographers; all 
comers welcome. The exhibition is to commemorate Heather Gibbs, who passed away in 2012. She was a keen bird 
observer, environmentalist, researcher, past member of GFNC and the Wader Group of Birdlife Australia. It is hoped 

that this will be an annual event in memory of Heather. 

Your work will be exhibited in October, with prizes awarded for photography, painting, works on paper and the $500 
Heather Gibbs Prize for excellence. Opening night: Friday 10 October, 6.00 p.m.-7.30 p.m. 

Entry forms and details are available from: 

Jan Synot 

Art is...studio and gallery 
Level 1, 64 Little Malop Street 
Geelong 3220 
Mobile: 0421 969 230 
www.artisqeelonq.com 
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Bird observations 
June-July 2014 


T his month just under 500 observation reports have been 
submitted. Organised survey counts, a few fine days for 
bush birds, some cold windy days for seabird observations, 
plus people becoming more familiar with the Club’s web- 
based observation system, have all been factors in getting this 
high number of observations. All records form part of the 
Geelong Bird Report but, due to space limitations, only 
significant/interesting highlights are listed below. 

But what is significant? We use this set of criteria as a 
guideline: 

1. Any record of a species classified as ‘Uncommon, Rare 
or Vagrant’ according to GFNC Geelong region Bird 
Checklist or the Geelong Bird Report species 
summaries. 

2. Migratory species at start/end of season i.e. first/last, 
early/late records. 

3. ‘Common and Moderately Common’ species in unusual 
numbers or in an unusual habitat/location. 

4. Any species observed demonstrating unusual or 
interesting behaviour. 


John Newman, Rod Lowther and Craig Morley 

5. Any species showing indications of breeding 
preparation or breeding/nesting. 

These are very broad categories so, if in doubt, please 
continue to submit all your bird observations as even 
presence or absence of common bird species over time can 
reveal trends in bird populations/movements that might arise 
from climate change and urban development pressures. We 
could certainly encourage you to use the GFNC web site 
observation reporting system but do remember to include 
clear details of where the observations were made. 

Many seabird observations were made from Point Lonsdale 
lighthouse including albatross, petrels, and shearwaters with 
the most noteworthy being several Kerguelen Petrels. This 
pelagic bird is rarely seen near land unless driven near the 
coast by storm and high winds. Various species of robins 
were observed at a number of locations, the highlight being a 
Rose Robin at Anglesea Heath. The recent wader count found 
Common Greenshank, Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knots, 

Bar-tailed Godwit and Curlew Sandpipers wintering in the 
region in reasonable numbers. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Stubble Quail 

5 

19/07/2014 

Little River 

Freshwater Swamp. 

JDg 

Magpie Goose 

175 

21/06/2014 

Lara 

Forest Rd N. 3 flocks 110, 40, 25. Feeding in ploughed 
paddock. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

Freckled Duck 

370+ 

07/07/2014 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. 300e flushed from loafing in willows 
at SW cnr. Another 70+ around edges of main lake. 

CMo, DTy 


113 

17/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Bluewaters Lake. 

GD 


92 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

CMo, DTy 

Cape Barren Goose 

38 

21/06/2014 

Lara 

Flinders Av. Feeding in recently germinated grain crop. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

Black Swan 

14 

19/07/2014 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. IncI pr copulating. 

CMo, DTy 

Pink-eared Duck 

1 

20/06/2014 

Newtown 

Balyang Sanctuary. 

SKr 


12 

10/07/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetlands. Also 10 on 16/07/2014. 

GGt 


14 

19/07/2014 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. 

CMo, DTy 

Hardhead 

5 

11/07/2014 

Pt Henry 

Alcoa Wetlands. 

WWC 


10 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Bluewaters Lake. 

CMo, DTy 

Blue-billed Duck 

20 

19/07/2014 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 

Australasian Grebe 

1 

22/07/2014 

Batesford 

Midland Hwy. W of Geelong Ring Rd. Farm dam. 

TFI, BH 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

360e 

11/07/2014 

Pt Henry 

Stingaree Bay. Offshore; rafts of 170, 190. 

CMo, RGa 

Great Crested Grebe 

1 

28/06/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Tait Pt. 

PKw 


3 

11/07/2014 

Pt Henry 

Stingaree Bay. Offshore. 

CMo, RGa 

Crested Pigeon 

35 

13/07/2014 

Belmont Common 

Jerri ngot. On power line. 

JN 

Black-browed 

Albatross 

5 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

KBt, GA 


2 

30/06/2014 

Pt Addis 

Offshore. Floating on surface with 3+1 Shy Albatross 
around a seal catching fish (Australian Salmon?). 

TFI 

Shy Albatross 

20e 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

CMo, KBt, 

GA 

TFI 


5 

30/06/2014 

Pt Addis 

Offshore. 3+1 floating on surface with 2 Black-browed 
Albatross around a seal catching fish. 

Giant-Petrel sp. 

2 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

KBt, GA 

Blue Petrel 

1 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. Seen briefly, but quite close, 

~200 m. 

KBt, GA 

Prion sp. 

1 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

KBt, GA 


1 

10/07/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. Bird of prion size and shape 
'sailed' past to E in strong cold wind. 

CMo, EM 

White-chinned Petrel 

1 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. Large petrel—light coloured bill, 
slow wing beats. 

AHn 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs code 

Fluttering 

200e 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

CMo, KBt, 

Shearwater 





GA 

Kerguelen Petrel 

3 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

KBt, GA, 

CMo 

Australasian Gannet 

1000+ 

21/06/2014 

Apollo Bay 

Marengo. 500+ m offshore. 1000-1500 in 2 massive 
flocks. 

AI 


250e 

03/07/2014 

Artillery Rocks 

Well offshore. 2 large flocks, some feeding mostly 
loafing on surface. 

CMo, EM 

Australian Pelican 

250 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 

Many gathering around breeding site; also in lagoon 
and offshore, most in breeding plumage. 

WWC 

Little Egret 

1 

24/06/2014 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. 

SKr 


1 

24/06/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 


RLw, DBo 

Black-shouldered 

4 

06/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Belchers La. 2 ads with 2 recently fledged juvs in pine 

DTy 

Kite 




tree in paddock. 


White-bellied 

1 

12/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta Island. Ad perched on post for extended period. 

WWC 

Sea-Eagle 

1 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 

Sub ad, over islands, then cruised off twds Swan Bay. 

WWC 

Whistling Kite 

10 

30/06/2014 

Bell brae 

Coombes Rd. B/w Anglesea Rd and Ghazeepore Rd. 
Circling OH. Cold day with rain showers. 

TFI 

Black Kite 

1 

22/06/2014 

Highton 

First one we have ever seen over our house in Highton 

GP 

Brown Goshawk 

1 

07/07/2014 

Drysdale 

Murradoc Rd. Murradoc Hill. Imm circling and drifting 
along shelterbelt. 

CMo, DTy 

Collared 

1 

19/07/2014 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. Ad went through above trees. 

CMo, DTy 

Sparrowhawk 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

16/06/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 

Quartering over grassland. Hunting. 

RGa, CMo 

Australian Hobby 

1 

11/07/2014 

Geelong 

Ryrie St, Female observed circling in dusk lighting 
hunting. Bird observed in general area before. 

DTy 

Peregrine Falcon 

2 

28/06/2014 

Pt Henry 

Alcoa wetlands. Windmill Rd. Pr very active OH in 
strong winds. 1st record of sp for obs at location for 
several months. 

DTy 


1 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Bluewaters Lake. Briefly OH with fresh kill (lorikeet 
sp.) in talons. Prey. 

CMo, DTy 

Lewin's Rail 

1 

8/07/2014 

Avalon 

Cheetham Wetlands. 

AHn 


1 

12/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

S Shore. 

WWC 

Buff-banded Rail 

3 

13/07/2014 

Swan Bay 

Queenscliff Golf Club (1). Also 2 along shoreline, 
cautiously foraging amongst seaweed. 

WWC 

Australian Spotted 
Crake 

1 

5/07/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lake Victoria, unusual at this time of year 

AHn 

Black-tailed 

Native-hen 

2 

26/06/2014 

Hospital Swamp 

Lake Rd. Lignum swamp. 

TFI, HP 

Beach Stone-curlew 

1 

15/03/2014 

Apollo Bay 

Marengo. Resting on rock platform. 

AI 

Australian Pied 

12 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Oystercatcher 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

4 

21/06/2014 

Barwon Heads 

The Bluff. On reef at low tide; also chasing in flight. 

TFI, GFI 

Red-necked Avocet 

221 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Banded Stilt 

220 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Pacific Golden Plover 

1 

12/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Salt Swamp. 

WWC 

Grey Plover 

9 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Red-capped Plover 

125 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Double-banded 

40 

10/07/2014 

Breamlea 

In dry saltmarsh, sheltering from strong cold wind in 

CMo, EM 

Plover 



Saltmarsh 

lee of low vegetation. 



40 

12/07/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Thompson Ck. Mouth. 

TFI, GMc 


361 

12/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. 

WWC 


104 

13/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Salt Swamp. 

WWC 


240 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 

Many in breeding plumage. 

WWC 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

30 

1/07/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetlands. Large flock loafing in pond. 

GGt 

Masked Lapwing 

6 

22/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Barwon Heads airport. Pr with 4 small chicks. 

GD 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

20 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Common Greenshank 

8 

13/07/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 


RLw, DBo 

Ruddy Turnstone 

15 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Red Knot 

70 

13/07/2014 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Red-necked Stint 

394 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Curlew Sandpiper 

77 

13/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 


WWC 

Brown Skua 

1 

24/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

GD 

Little Tern 

13 

13/07/2014 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. 

WWC 

Fairy Tern 

10 

13/07/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 


RLw, DBo 


32 

13/07/2014 

Sand Island 

Bay shoreline. 

WWC 

Kelp Gull 

3 

29/06/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 2 ads, 1 imm flew past point. 

EM, CMo, 

KRt 

Yellow-tailed 

30 

22/06/2014 

Balyang 

Barwon River. In trees along edge of river; am. 

IxDL 

SLW, GBa 

Black-Cockatoo 



Sanctuary 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs code 

Galah 

175 

10/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Bluestone School Rd. Feeding on ground in paddock. 

CMo, EM 

Musk Lorikeet 

10 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Bluewaters Lake. 

CMo, DTy 

Purple-crowned 

2 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. 

CMo, JN, 

Lorikeet 





DTy 

Red-rumped Parrot 

135 

12/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. 

JN 

Blue-winged Parrot 

200e 

03/07/2014 

Breamlea 

Blackgate Rd. Feeding in saltmarsh and along fence 

TFI, GMc 




Saltmarsh 

line. 



230 

16/07/2014 

Breamlea 

Blackgate Rd. Feeding in saltmarsh and along fence 

CMo, EM 




Saltmarsh 

line. A reliable and careful min; mid a.m. 



30 

19/07/2014 

Breamlea 

Saltmarsh 

Blackgate Rd. Feeding along fenceline. 

CMo, DTy 


237 

22/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Belchers La. At least 237, prob more; flying high to E, 
prob to roost location; b/w 4.45 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

GD 

Shining 

2 

02/07/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Santa Monica Bd. Window crash victim. 2nd calling in 

CHB 

Bronze-Cuckoo 




area. 


Southern Boobook 

1 

16/06/2014 

Newtown 

Gairloch Av. Perched on power line. 

CFr 

Satin Bowerbird 

1 

29/06/2014 

Balyang 

Green bird; prob F. Unusual record. Sp. follows 

PT, RT 




Sanctuary 

Barwon River downstream from Otways in autumn/ 
winter. 



1 

13/07/2014 

Jan Juc 

Deal Av. F/imm foraging on ground then perched low 
in gum tree. 

GGa 

Southern Emu-wren 

4 

12/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

S Shore. In lignum. 

WWC 

Little Wattlebird 

8 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

CMo, DTy 

Black-chinned 

2 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 


CMo, JN, 

Honeyeater 





DTy 

Varied Sittella 

3 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Gt Circle Dr. 1.5 km around. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

Pied Currawong 

5 

17/06/2014 

Hamlyn Heights 

Forfar Rd. In adj gardens. 1st record of >1 for obs at 
location. 

SKr 

Little Raven 

70e 

10/07/2014 

Highton 

Belle Vue Shopping Centre. Coming in to roost in tall 
gum trees at dusk and later. 

CMo 

Restless Flycatcher 

2 

21/06/2014 

Lara 

Forest Rd N. 2 along fence line nr trees. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

White-winged 

105+ 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Gt Circle Dr. From E Flat to Yellow Gums Picnic 

CMo, JN, 

Chough 




Ground. Flocks and small groups inci 80e in 2 flocks nr 
East Flat. Winter flocks. 

DTy 

Jacky Winter 

1 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. At least 1 hd calling loudly and 

CMo, JN, 





frequently. 

DTy 

Scarlet Robin 

8 

21/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Gt Circle Dr. East Flat, Toynes Rd, 1.5 km around. M 

CMo, JN, 





and F. 

DTy 


2 

13/07/2014 

You Yangs 

M, F. 

BOI 

Flame Robin 

6 

19/06/2014 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd area. 300 m to N. All Ms. Moving b/w 
stump, dead twigs and fence line. No Fs obvious. 

LBr, HSc 

Rose Robin 

1 

12/07/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flat Rd/Harrison Tk cnr. M. 

AW, PWa 

Pink Robin 

1 

22/07/2014 

Eastern Pk 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Brown bird. 

GL 

Zebra Finch 

1 

24/06/2014 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. 

SKr 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; AHn, 
Angus Hartshorn; Al, Andrew Isles; BH, 

Brian Hart; BOI, Ben Oliver; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; CHB, Carole Hamilton Barwick; 
CMo, Craig Morley; DBo, David Boyle; DTy, 
David Tytherleigh; EM, Elizabeth 
Macpherson; GA, George Appleby; GBa, 
Geoff Barfoot; GD, Guy Dutson; GFI, Glenn 
Fletcher; GGa, Geoff Gaynor; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon 
McCarthy; GP, Graham Possingham; HP, 
Hugo Pillipps; HSc, Helen Schofield; JDg, 
Jeff Dagg; JMr, John Murray; JN, John 
Newmann; KBt, Kevin Bertram; LBr, Lance 
Breguet; PKw, Penne Kwait; PT, Peter 
Turner; PWa, Phil Watson; RGa, Rob Ganly; 
RLw, Rod Lowther; RT, Rosemary Turner; 
SDa, Steve Davidson; SKr Susan Kruss; 
SLW, Sandra Lea-Wood; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
WWC, Winter Wader Count. 



Kookaburra, Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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GFNC Plant Group 
Tuesday 12 August 2014 

Sharing photos of our local wildflowers 

The GFNC Plant Group has been in recess for some 
time, but many members have been enthusiastically 
photographing our local plants and building their 
botanical knowledge by identifying species. All GFNC 
members with an interest in our local flora are 
encouraged to attend this meeting. Bring along recent 
photos on a memory stick to share with others. 

We will also discuss the format of future Plant Group 
meetings, how regularly they should take place and who 
can assist in storing floral photographic records. 

This meeting will ascertain if enough interest exists to run 
regular Plant Group meetings in addition to the 
scheduled Wider Geelong Flora Lecture series. 

Meet at 7.30 p.m. to socialise prior to 8.00 p.m. meeting. 

Contact: Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 17 August 2014 

Photographic workshop and exploring the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 

This excursion will appeal to those who wish to expand 
their photographic skills and learn more about our 
botanic gardens. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the main entrance to the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens. GFNC members will assist us to 
improve our photographic skills. Geoff Gates will discuss 
some of the methods he uses to take great photographs 
of birds. Ade Foster will give us some tips on 
photographing invertebrates and flowers. After we have 
learned about the techniques, we will practise them by 
photographing flora and fauna in the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens and Eastern Park. 

We will finish up around 12.30 p.m. 

Bring: Camera, tripod (small and large); wet weather 
gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen; strong footwear. A 
kneeling pad is useful to prevent wet knees. Morning tea, 
snacks. 

More information: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Membership renewals 

Given some problems we had earlier in getting reminder notices 
to everybody, we have extended the renewal deadline till the end 
of August. Non-financial members are encouraged to get their 
renewals in as soon as possible. Please don’t forget to sign your 
membership form as required under the new Rules. 


Mailing roster 

August: Joan & Tibor Korn 
September: Jan Venters 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 

Thursday 28 August 2014 

This will be at the home of Chris Trotter at 80 Noel’s Lane, 
Gherang, where we have been on previous occasions. 

Meet: Opposite the Moriac store on Cape Otway Rd 
Moriac, at 8.30 a.m. or at Chris’ place at 9 a.m. From 
Cape Otway Rd turn left into Gherang Rd. When the 
bitumen finishes turn right into Price’s Rd then right again 
into Noel’s Lane. No 80 is directly at the end of Noel’s 
Lane; the gate is straight ahead. Park in the gravel area 
near the house. Chris’ partner, Barrie Collins, is a keen 
bird watcher and photographer and will be guiding us 
around the property. 

Bring: Morning tea and the usual all-weather gear. 

We will finish about 11.30 to 12.00. 

Enquiries: Pat Streefkerk 0409 962 660 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 21 August 2014 

Craig Morley 
Birds of Ethiopia 

Please join us to share and enjoy this illustrated 
presentation on a truly fascinating part of the world! 


Anglesea and Aireys Inlet Wildflower 
and Art Show 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 September 2014 

Anglesea Memorial Hall, McMillan Street, 
Anglesea 

10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Adults $5.00 Students and Concession $2 
Children under 12 Free 

Spectacular displays of indigenous flowers 
Guided wildflower walks and bus tours in the district 
Indigenous plants for sale 
Art and Craft exhibitions and stalls 
Light refreshments 

Swap an environmental weed for a local plant 

Contact: www.angair.org.au 
or phone 5263 1085 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


AUGUST 2014 

5 General Meeting: Members Night and casserole tea 

7-10 Fauna survey-Peter’s Hill, Bambra 

12 Plant Group Workshop 

17 Excursion: Photography workshop Geelong 

Botanic Gardens 

20 Cadets: Meeting 

21 Bird Group: Craig Morley—Birds of Ethiopia 

23 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 

28 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Chris Trotter’s property 

at Gherang. 


SEPTEMBER 2014 

2 General Meeting: Graham Patterson—Natural history of 
Port Phillip Bay 

9 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

11-14 Fauna survey-Hurst Rd, Anglesea 

13-14 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

17 Cadets: Meeting 

18 Bird Group: Rob Ganly—Going north with the Australasian 
Wader Study Group 

20-21 Angair Wildflower Show 

No excursion: members encouraged to attend Angair 
25 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
26-29 SEANA campout Portland (school holidays) 

30 Eco Book Group 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 August 2014. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 








GEELONG NATURALIST 

GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
A0013708R 

PO BOX 1047, GEELONG, VIC. 3220 


PRINT POST 


POSTAGE 

100002186 


PAID 

AUSTRALIA 


(first fold) 



Printed by Gordon Printery, Geelong 













